Singh Sahib Professor Darshan Singh Khalsa (Ex-Jathedar, Sri Akal Takht Sahib, Sri Amritsar)
PRESS RELEASE (6 December, 2009)

Another Massive Attack on the Principles of Sri Guru Granth Sahib

First, it was the attempt to install a Guru from the Bacchitar Natak, parallel to Guru Granth Sahib, and then came
an attempt to create a parallel Harmandar Sahib. And now is the worst of all - an attack on the throne of justice
itself: a small office in a nondescript street behind the Nishaan Sahib has been designated as the ‘Office of The
Akal Takht*. This office is in competition to The Akal Takht and now its Jathedar does not recognize an
appearance at the Akal Takht as legitimate; only an appearance at [this newly designated office in a back street] is
deemed appropriate where people are kept in dark about the decisions made - as has been happening over the past
many years.

It has been explained in their press release by the Jathedars that the issue of the attendance of one summoned to
The Akal Takht is heard only at the ‘secretariat‘. It is also said that this policy of a closed door hearing was
adopted ten years ago and is now their our policy. This is proof of the fact that this policy dates from the past ten
years and that Surjeet Singh Barnala's case was heard in open public setting, consistent with earlier policies.

I want to clarify that those who are unfamiliar with our old traditions, they may acquiesce to these closed door
hearings and then come to some arrangements with you. But, with the Guru's grace, I had cleared this matter with
you that we have only one Akal Takht and I will appear only before that Akal Takht. In their note of 17 November,
they asked me to appear before The Akal takht; so on 5 December, I appeared there in the presence of the press
and the sangat. But today, they do not recognize The Akal Takht and instead recognize only their closed [back-
alley office]. I do not to, and will not recognize any such closed room as The Akal Takht.

I had previously fully clarified my position that reverence for Sri Guru Granth Sahib is a matter of significance to
the whole Sikh community. Therefore it should be explored at The Akal Takht in the presence of the Panth, not in
any closed room. Today, I am still of the same belief. That is why I appeared today at The Akat Takht and waited
for almost an hour, so that the truth could be brought before the community. Some responsible brothers - Dalmegh
Singh, Secretary; Jasvinder Singh, Advocate; Giani Kewal Singh; Chairman Tarsem Singh and Paramjeet Singh
Sarna, Chairman, Delhi Committee, repeatedly tried to bring the Jathedars to The Akal Takht but the latter lacked
the courage to face the truth and did not come; they continued to insist that their [back-alley] office would serve as
The Akal Takht. After waiting an hour, I ascended the steps to The Akal Takht and presented my file before the
Guru Granth Sahib; I prayed for the ability to reverse the insult that Sri Guru Granth Sahib is subjected to at some
gurdwaras. After spending about two hours on the premises of Darbar Sahib, I returned.

Almost an hour and a half later [after | had departed], the Jathedars did turn up at the Akal Takht; hiding their own
weakness in lies, they accused me of not coming to The Akal Takht, claiming they had been waiting, even though
the sangat and the press witnessed the whole episode. Despite this, they did not hesitate to lie at The Akal Takht
and, to please their masters, shamelessly declared me a "tankhaaiyya."

The press statement of those who have labelled me selfish and egotistical clearly confirms that "Professor Darshan
Singh did present his statement before the Guru Granth Sahib; we have not yet read it nor will we send for it to be
read by us." Let the sangat decide who is full of ego and selfishness. Those who think of themselves as higher that
Sri Guru Granth Sahib and cannot even pick up and read the file left in front of the Guru Sahib - how can they
render such judgment against me?

People need to wake up, recognize and challenge this new danger - and ensure that these Jathedars, at the behest of
their masters, do not set up a competing Akal Takht in a closed room, to compete with the one that was bestowed
by Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib.
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